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By RJ Mere

We have over 16,000 parr in the hatchery and thegating and growing as
fast as a group of hungry teenage boys. Thantteetbatchery volunteers who
are taking care of the water quality sampling anthbse who are constantly
cleaning the equipment and tanks of water. We ydwean use more help at
your hatchery; contact us througtfo@sacosalmon.comnd we’ll organize a
schedule of tasks to fit your availability. We ddeslp with water quality mon-
itoring and keeping the tanks and equipment cleai@ame help for an hour
or as long as you want; it’'s up to you. Be suredntact us in advance so that
we are able to match you to the job with which y@el most comfortable.

It's time to renew your membership! If you havealiteady sent in your annual
dues for 2012, we offdour ways to do so:

1. Print the form at the end of this newslettel,ffibut, and send it to us
with your dues payment (we get a couple of envedawery year with
just the form and no checks!).

2. Fill out the form on our websitejww.sacosalmon.cormand pay with
credit card or PayPal.

3. Print out the form on our website, fill it in,d&send it to us with your
dues payment.

4. Bring a check to our public meetings — more infation about that is in-
cluded later in this issue of The Salmon Run.

Also, please consider adding a donation amounthf®hatchery operations no
matter which method of updating your membership ¢looose. Utility costs
and fish feed costs are ever increasing plus we& mamtain our pumps and




equipment to provide the best care for o1 The presentation is free, open to the public
eggs and parr that we possibly can. Yotand will take place at the conference center
donation goes directly to the hatchery — inside Cabela’s retail store at the corner of
there’s no one on the payroll of this all Haigis Parkway and Payne Road in Scarbor-
volunteer organization. We also encour-ough, ME.

age you to spread the word about our ef ggitor Note: Directors are encouraged to

forts to convince your friends and family pjng a dessert to each of the club meetings.
members to become members of the clu

A membership provides support for At-
lantic salmon restoration and an opportu
nity enjoy some fun times on club trips a
well.

Membership update

By Garry Kasten

We are proud to announce that we currently
have members in 13 states plus New
lBrunswick, Canada, and we sincerely appre-
ciate their continuing interest with the

club. One of our members, Jean McDonald,
lives in Tennessee and she volunteers her
time to publish and mail out our newsletters
to those members who do not have e-malil
addresses. Thank you, Jean!

Speaking of eggs; we expect to see this
season’s salmon eggs arrive at the hatc
ery in the first two weeks of February. A
call for volunteers to help with the arrival
will go out a few days before hand.

| hope to see you all at our next Club
meeting this coming Wednesday, Janual

18! : :
We would like you to know that we are still

looking for someone to volunteer to manage
our website atvww.sacosalmon.conThis

: volunteer work can be done conveniently
Club Meeting from your home. So, if this is something you
By Curt Mildner would be interested in doing, please let us
The monthly meeting of the Saco River know atinfo@sacosalmon.con®r, if you
Salmon Club will be on Wednesday Jan- know someone who would like to become a
uary 18, 2012 with doors opening up at member and help manage our ebsite, please
6:30 pm in the conference room located have them contact us. Training is available if
Cabela’s. We will spend an hour or so scneeded.

cializing and catching up on fishing and

hunting stories. After a short report on tl Also, we would like to increase out

hatchery, our guest speaker will be John membership roles so that more people know
R.J. Burrows, Director of New England about the work that is being done to get the
Programs for the Atlantic Salmon Federe wild Atlantic salmon off the endangered

tion. John’s presentation will be on species list. We were encouraged to see
“Atlantic Salmon Restoration — Successe 94 Atlantic salmon return to the Saco River
and Challenges”. this year to spawn! This is a banner year, so,

Come Join Us at our January 18




can you help get the word out so that our that volunteers have contributed 1984
membership can grow? It would be greatly hours since the first of the year. This is

appreciated! outstanding and greatly appreciated. Many
of our University of New England volun-
We currently have 194 club teers have gained valuable hands on experi-

members including 23 lifetime member-  ence in Hatchery management and this has
ships. A big thank you goes out to all the benefited them greatly in the pursuit of
members that have renewed their member their careers. Many thanks to all of

ships for 2012. For those of you who have our volunteers who help to keep our club in
not had an opportunity to renew their mem operation and we hope that you have en-
bership yet, please consider rejoining our joyed your volunteer work with the club.
club for another year. If your contact infor-

mation remains the same, please just mail

check to the club with your dues and dona- Saco River Salmon Club Hats for
tions for 2012. I will send you a confirma- gg|e

tion once | receive your check. If you have By Garry Kasten

bership, please e-mail me _ broidered hats available for sale to club
atinfo@sacosalmon.comAlso, while Sup- members and associates. Please also con-
plies last, anyone whose membership sider purchasing these hats as presents for

dues and hatchery donations total $100.00 friends and relatives. In stock are 32 long

or more will receive &REE Saco River bill caps (especially good for dealing with
Salmon Club hata $23 value). I will need ne setting sun) and 55 standard bill caps.
to know if you prefer a long bill or short bill Thege nhats are available on a first come,
cap and please let me know if the shipping first serve basis. We will sincerely appreci-
address is different from your current mail- 5¢e 5 $23 donation per hat, which includes
ing address. Please note that between nov shipping, payable to the Saco River Salmon
and May 2012 the clubs expenses are at c|yp. PO Box 115, Saco, ME 04072. Or
their highest, therefore, please send in you make a donation of $23 per hat at PayPal
dues and donations, if you have not done <5 our website www.sacosalmon.com and
already, as early as possible so that we ca | yi|| ship your hat to you, or to a person of
keep the Salmon in the water and the clubyqyr choice, by first class mail as soon as |
finances above the water. receive your payment. Please specify if
you wish a long bill or short bill hat. 1 will
look forward to receiving your orders soon
Volunteer update and | will mail them out as soon as possi-
By Garry Kasten ble.
We have 101 volunteers who actively con-
tribute to the club by volunteering their
valuable spare time. Our time log indicates




Members for Nominating Committee Sought
By RJ Mere

The Nominating Committee consists of three or nobub members and operates be-
tween January and March. Its sole purpose iswtb@lub members who are interested in:

o Attending a monthly board meeting and

o Volunteer a few hours each month at the hatchedporg other work on commit-

tees

Our Club members elect four officers and twelvectiors every year at our March meet-
ing. If you are interested in being a part of §ear's Nominating Committee please con-
tact me and | will provide you with the informatigou and other committee members
will need. Nominations for officers and directongy also come from the floor before the
vote at our March meeting.

Members for Directors and Officers Sought
By RJ Mere

If you have an interest in being an officer (Presigl Vice-President, Secretary, and
Treasurer) or a director of the Saco River Salmhu (please contact us at
iInfo@sacosalmon.coind we will pass your request on to the NominaGiognmittee.

We have a monthly Board of Directors meeting onfitts¢ Wednesday starting 7:00pm
and we are usually done at 9:00pm. You must mdkad@dance requirements (you are al-
lowed to miss some meetings in a year’s time).asdeconsider taking part of lively
monthly meetings — you will not regret it, | guatesl

Club Trips for 2012
By Dan Bonville

We're looking for members who want to put togetaerip for the club — it can be a
fishing trip, canoeing or kayaking, bird watchimgmping, fishing, hunting, or anything
that might interest other club members to enjoyaybt you have a camp on a lake? Or
maybe you have a condo in one of the ski areasfhaybe you have a section of a river
you'd like to share with fellow club members. Qups are normally one to two days and
everyone participating shares the costs. PledsPaa, 207-625-7693.




The Changes in Fly Fishing Gear
By Ed Fortier

Laying out my fly fishing gear in preparing to akeand store it for another season, |
couldn’t help but think about all the equipment adees that have taken place through
the years. Having spent enough time at this ganepkeen able to experience some of
the old and appreciate most of the new, but npotaltoday many of the products are
more hype than useful. But thinking back, thereehaeen some great improvements.

At the time | began fly fishing, it was at the taid of the silk fly line era, and they
were fine for fishing wets and streamers, but wiheame to floating flies, they could
be a nuisance. You were lucky to get 2-3 hourssbirig before you had to take time
out to stretch out the line, dry it, and then redrg. This could be really frustrating
when the trout were surface feeding and you hadbiite ashore to treat the line. It was
good for the trout’s longevity but didn’t make fhappy angler.

With the introduction of plastic coated fly lingsere was a wide spread sigh of re-
lief among the fishermen. With one dressing theseslfloated all day, and with each
passing year there came some form of improvemekingdhe lines that much better.
But as convenient as fly lines became, the top éaarong all the gear that appeared
in the past sixty years, the most advantageouth&angler, has been the introduction
of nylon leader materials.

| still remember dad’s round aluminum box with sedditted moist flannel pads to
keep the silk worm gut leaders wet because theyduoeidry and brittle if they
weren’t soaked before using. With the appearancg/loh the metal boxes were re-
placed with leather wallets, and now we could bdigimng the midge size dries with
the new finer tippets though they weren’t the gyalf today’s leaders.

My first 6x leader tippets, which were very difficto find, were produced by The
Weber Tackle Company in sixteen inch lengths amtichane half pound breaking
strength compared to our modern 6x at three aralfgpbunds; a decided advantage
when fishing fine. Then 7x and 8x nylon came aland, along with the introduction
of the hooks in the size twenties, a whole new-fall opened up for the fly fisher-
men.,

Good quality rods have always been available aeditst were bamboo, followed
by glass rods, then by today’s ever changing gtapbds. Cane rods have stood the
test of time and have been growing more popularyeyear for the past twenty years
and there are more custom bamboo rod makers icotlvatry now than ever before. Ex-
cellent glass rods were produced during thoseesatélys and | understand that in the
near future they will be appearing on the markeiagvith improvements in the glass
materials. Of course the graphite rod predominaeay’s market and there’s one
made for every angling situation and | guess ththesproblem | have with them;
there’s too many. Fortunately | don’t have to makyg decisions; | started with cane
and will remain a cane man to the end.




Just about every rod along the stream during teadéer times was mounted with a
#1494 Pflueger Reel, with a rare appearance ofngidh Hardy. Whether after trout,
salmon, or bass the Pflueger was the reel of theTdeey were well made, could take a
lot of abuse, and performed consistently well dreddnly criticism | heard was that they
were on the heavy side. The nice change in redbsyts to see so many of them are pro-
duced here in this country...that's a good thing.

From the comfort point of view, | would have to adiavaders First Place. What a
change from the old bulky canvas Hodgeman wadaitsih would have to stuff with
newspapers during the off season to avoid dryirtgand cracking. Today, there is the
light slimmer fitting breathable waders that, atés, don't even feel like you're wearing
waders. An added benefit is that on a trip theg fgd into a very small package. There’s
also the neoprene wader which | have no experiefstbebut have been told they are
generally too hot during normal fishing weather érd great for winter fishing.

Little gadgets fill several pages of today’s flgtiing catalogs. Years ago the only
clippers for snipping leader material were the déad nail clippers we would buy in the
drugstore. That's quite a change from today whenetk a gadget for solving just about
any difficulty and possibly leading to having toaich “stuff.”

When Lee Wulff designed the first fishing vest, lbatthe early thirties, he couldn’t
have done it better because it is the same stylese@¢oday. There have been some spin
offs from Wolff's design and we now have designaiocs other than the original tan but
they are still basically the same. There is sometkpecial about our vests in that we be-
come attached to them. With years of use, they fdrta us like an old favorite sweater
and we know where every little gadget is withougrelooking. When time comes for a
replacement we tend to put it off and when we dpdunew one, we find the transition
difficult, like saying goodbye to an old friend.

If there’s one thing I'll always cherish from thosarly times, it's the memory of those
old timers | use to admire and talk to along tleasth banks. (Now I'm one and | don't
think I'm being admired!) They were special to m@re so than Elvis Presley or any
other celebrity of that time. | would gaze at th&isnding in the river, casting their beau-
tiful cane rods, dressed usually in tan poplin ¥estd floppy brim hats, with smoke from
a cigarette, cigar, or pipe, curling above theadse I'm surprised their vests never
caught fire because they were always stained wigpohgs from the dry fly floatant of
that period: gasoline and paraffin. It not only puhin film of wax on the fly, but also
cleaned it. Maybe it was their willingness to gaavice and encouragement to a young-
ster that made them attractive to me. Their unddiand relaxed attitude is something |
see less of today while on the stream.

It's hard to fathom where there will be new deveh@mts in our fishing gear but, with
technology and all, undoubtedly there will be sortteemains to be seen.

Submit your short article for “The Salmon Run.” rgeal interest stories, recipes for fly tying oodis
are welcomed. Send to RJ Mere, 9 York St., KennkpME, 04043 or email to rjmere@gwi.net




Application for membership

Saco River Salmon Club
"Dedicated to fisheries restoration”

Date:

Name:

Street:

City: State: p: Zi

Phone: Cell Phone:

E-Mail:

Where did you hear about us?

_Individual _Family _Student _Senior _ Life _ Business
$20 $30 $10 $10 $300 $125

Dues

Hatchery Fund Contribution:

Total Amount Enclosed

| WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP IN THE FOLLOWINGAREAS:

BOARD OF DIRECTORS __ NEWS LETTER

__ HATCHERY OPERATIONS __ HYDROPOWER ISSUES

__ STOCKING __ LEGISLATION

__ PUBLIC RELATIONS __ MEMBERSHIP
CLASSROOM INCUBATORS _ EVENTS & PROGRAMS
FUNDRAISING OTHER

__ Please add my name to the volunteer e-malil lishabl receive information regarding volunteer
opportunities at the hatchery.

Remarks:

Mail to: SACO RIVER SALMON CLUB, P.O. BOX 115, SACO , ME 04072
Phone: (207) 282-6985
Website: www.sacosalmon.com Emailinfo@sacosalmon.com




