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By RJ Mere

We have finished our 2009 season of Club trips and we are now putting
our attention on gearing up the hatchery for our 2009/2010 season for Atlantic
salmon restoration.  Club members and directors recently met with officials from
US Fish and Wildlife Service and Maine Department of Marine Resources to
work out a partnership that will ensure our hatchery participation in salmon
restoration for upcoming years.  This is a historic step for the Club as we retool
the hatchery to simultaneously raise eggs in one part of the hatchery and parr to
smolt stage in another.  Last year, the hatchery raised 4,000 parr for release in
May but we were not able to obtain eggs.  This year we anticipate the delivery of
200,000 to 400,000 eggs and 12,000 parr.   The Saco River Salmon Club is back
in the Atlantic salmon restoration program as we charter new agreements with
federal and state departments.  These are truly exciting times for our Club.

John Blunt, members of the Hatchery Committee, and volunteer students
from University of New England have started to reconfigure the plumbing at the
hatchery so that we will have two separate systems within a couple of weeks.

Now, more than ever, we need help from Club members and from our
benefactors.  Club members are reminded to send in their dues and please be
generous to send a donation as well.  In addition, please attend our social meet-
ings and volunteer some time at the hatchery.  This is also an appeal to the gen-
erous benefactors whose support has carried us through our growth and devel-
opment and without whom we would not be here today.  We will need $10,000
for hatchery upgrade and an additional $20,000 for operating the hatchery.  With
membership dues and donations and participation in our dinners and raffles and
with generous benefactors coming to our aid, we can enter new areas of Atlantic
salmon restoration.

(Continued on page 2)
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 Our next get together will be Octo-
ber 21, starting 6:00pm, at the Trinity
Episcopal Church, in Saco, with a sit
down dinner prepared for us by Lynne
Jackson of On The Corner Café ($8.00
suggested donation) followed by some
club announcements and then our guest
speaker.  At our September Club meet-
ing members discussed changes to the
bylaws and we will vote on those
changes at this upcoming meeting.  The
proposed changes are published on our
website: www.sacosalmon.com                                      Text to
be changed has a strike through and the
new text is highlighted.  Come to the
meeting and vote on the suggested
changes.

We will raffle off some small but
interesting items so please bring a few
extra bucks to participate.  Our guest
speaker is Rob Cotiaux.  Rob will bring
his bird dogs and talk about training
techniques and bird hunting.  We look
forward to Rob’s presentation.

By Dan Bonville

There are still several rivers and
streams, ponds and lakes open for fish-
ing but the general season closed on
lots of the waters the last day of
September.

Some areas are still open for fly
fishing only, catch and release, and in
southern and coastal Maine there are
quite a few bass waters open.  It’s ex-
tremely important to get out the fishing

law book and check each and e very
area that you think might still be open to
us.

Sundays are closed for bird and
deer hunting in Maine so those are the
days that I fly fish; often right up to the
first of December or whenever the water
begins to freeze over.

The Saco River Salmon Club has
had a great season with our many club
trips.  We’ve fished for stripers on the
Saco River, trout and salmon in the
Rangeley and Moosehead areas, up on
the Kennebago, over on the Rapid
River, also on the North Branch of the
Dead River and on the Swift River near
Byron, Maine.

One trip led by RJ Mere was a
gold prospecting trip up on the branches
of the Swift River near Coos Canyon.
We, along with many other prospectors,
camped at Coos Canyon Campground,
outfitted ourselves with gold pans,
sifters, shovels, and buckets and en-
joyed a weekend learning how to pan for
gold.  We also caught brook trout in our
spare moments and I’m sure that our
club will sponsor another trip next year.
It was a lot of fun and already RJ has
purchased a gold sluice and has been
out working the beds of almost every
brook in Maine with the name Gold
Brook.

The last trip of the season was up
to the Moose River and at least 15 club
members and friends spent from a cou-
ple of days up to a week fishing up until
September 30 and then hunting for
grouse and woodcock the last three
days of the week.

(Continued on page 3)
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Some really big brook trout and
some very respectable landlocked
salmon
were
caught
on the
upper
Moose
River be-
low the
Brassau dam and just upstream of
Steve Berry’s camp.  Some of us also
did OK on the East Outlet and West
Outlet of the Kennebec River.  RJ’s dog,
Woody, found several grouse and wood-
cock and all that training paid off as
Woody found and retrieved the birds
that RJ shot.

Thanks again to everybody who
helped us out this season.  Thanks for
those wonderful meals, thanks for the
use of the camps, and thanks also for
everybody who pitched in to help our fel-
low fishermen and women.

Plans for next year?  I am looking
in to a trip to Western Quebec to fish out
of a set of camps for smallies, pike, and
especially for walleyes, one of the
planet’s best tasting fish with white
meat.

Enjoy the holiday season and get
ready for our first trip of 2010 our ice
fishing trip to the Belgrade’s.

By RJ Mere

The following committees were created to

help organize our Club and make it run
more efficiently:
Finance Committee:  Approximate hours
per month = 2.  The Finance Committee will
be responsible for monitoring and making
recommendations regarding the financial
status and viability of the Club, including:
· Fiscal planning
· Budgeting
· Financial management policy and proce-

dures development
· Financial performance
· Reviewing financial statements and rec-

ommending action to the Board
· Reporting on the annual independent fi-

nancial audit process (with the final an-
nual audit report to be presented to the
Board); and

· Working with any financial consultants
and auditors.

Qualifications:
Must be familiar with accounting proce-
dures, financial policies, and legal implica-
tions thereof.  Be prepared to submit a re-
sume of past accounting or financial experi-
ence which may be requested by the Board
or the President
Fundraising Committee: Approximate 4
hours per month
· Writing grants and creating fundraising

events
· Organizing the money procedures and

policies at club events
· Acknowledging donations
Please consider spending a little time for the
benefit of your Club!
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Submit your short article for “The Salmon Run.”  General interest
stories, recipes for fly tying or foods are welcomed.  Send to RJ
Mere, 9 York St., Kennebunk , ME, 04043 or email to
rjmere@gwi.net
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Application for membership

Saco River Salmon Club
     "Dedicated to fisheries restoration”

Date: __________________________

Name: _________________________________________________________

Street: _________________________________________________________

City:   ________________ State:  ______________  Zip:  ________________

Phone: ______________________  Cell Phone: ________________________

 E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________

Where did you hear about us?  ______________________________________

_ Individual     _ Family     _ Student     _ Senior     _ Life     _ Business
              $20           $30              $10             $10          $300       $125

           Dues:  _________________

       Hatchery Fund Contribution:  _______________

    Total Amount Enclosed:   ________________

I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

_ BOARD OF DIRECTORS _ NEWS LETTER

_ HATCHERY OPERATIONS _ HYDROPOWER ISSUES

_ STOCKING _ LEGISLATION

_ PUBLIC RELATIONS _ MEMBERSHIP

_ CLASSROOM INCUBATORS _ EVENTS & PROGRAMS

_  FUNDRAISING  _ OTHER

_   Please add my name to the volunteer e-mail list so that I receive information regarding volunteer
opportunities at the hatchery.

Remarks:  _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________

Mail to: SACO RIVER SALMON CLUB, P.O. BOX 115, SACO , ME 04072

Phone: (207) 282-6985

Website:   www.sacosalmon.com                              Email at:  gkasten22@msn.com                  


