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By RJ Mere

A lot has happened since the last issues of The Salmon Run.  As previously reported
we received 263,000 eyed eggs and 12,250 parr. Since then we received 163,000 more
eyed eggs on March 1 and another 40,743 eggs and 9,000 sac fry on March 4.  This
brings us to a total up to 466,743 eggs, 9,000 sac fry, and 12,250 parr.  Eggs are hatching
out earlier this year at our hatchery and at the aquarium tanks in the local schools partici-
pating in the Fish Friends program.

Things start to get interesting at the hatchery with hatch out and we need to have
more volunteers on hand to help the fish through their developing stages.  Call the hatch-
ery at 207-282-6985 or leave an email at info@sacosalmon.com and you will be con-
tacted.

Our last membership meeting had a good turnout with another great meal provided
by Lynne Jackson.  Bill Perry was our entertaining guest speaker and his program was
filled with lots of interesting and funny stories.  Garry Kasten sold a bunch of club hats
and some items were auctioned off.  These extras are necessary so that we can cover our
meal expenses.  Don’t forget that the donation for the meal barely covers the cost of the
meal and sometimes it does not but there are additional costs for the extras that are pro-
vided by the club like plates, dinnerware, napkins, sodas, and coffee.  In addition, we pay
a yearly fee for the use of the hall.  Remember this at our March meeting and be generous
with the meal donation and be sure to purchase some raffle tickets, too.

Our next meeting will be the last meeting of our 2009/2010 season.  We will meet at the
Trinity Episcopal Church in Saco on March 17, starting 6:00pm.  After our meal the first
order of business is hatchery news, reported by John Blunt, hatchery manager.  Following
John’s report we will hold our annual election of officers and directors.
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By RJ Mere

Our annual banquet this year is held at Pier 77,
Cape Porpoise, on Saturday, April 24, starting
5:30pm.  This year the price per ticket is $35.00 each
and entrée selections are choice of salmon, chicken,
or vegetarian.  Sign in and payment for banquet tick-
ets, membership dues, hatchery donations, and vari-
ous choices of raffle tickets and silent auction tickets
is at the main entrance same as past years.  We will
have some cool items for auction bids – remember
to be generous as all proceeds go towards raising At-
lantic salmon.

If you have something to donate towards the
auction or silent auction or wish to advertise in our
evening’s program please contact Mark Woodruff,
207-929-5300, or markw@sacoriver.net

We will be missing a few of the regular people
who normally volunteer for the evening.  We could
use some help at the tables receiving payment at the
beginning of the evening when members pay for
banquet and raffle tickets and again at the end of the
evening when everyone is paying for their auction
winnings.  Call me (207-985-4420) or send an email
to info@sacosalmon.com to let us know if you are
available to help us out.  Again, we will be short-
handed on the banquet night and we sure could use
some help to take the pressure off a few individuals.
Banquet tickets, Grant’s Camps raffle and other raf-
fle items, membership dues and hatchery donations
can be made at our website, www.sacosalmon.com
all items are not up there yet so visit the sight now
and then to see the updates.
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By RJ Mere for Dave Fenderson

Last year, Dave Fenderson sent information
about Country Haven Miramichi in Blackville, New
Brunswick.  As Dave said, “It would be good to start
a relationship with these folks!”  Below is a descrip-
tion of the lodge and the links to find out more infor-
mation.

The Country Haven Miramichi has 11 Salmon

The Nominating Committee offers the fol-
lowing names for 2010:

Officers:
RJ Mere, President
Dick Neal, Vice President
Carol Granger, Secretary
Garry Kasten, Treasurer

Directors:
Steve Berry, Jim Black, John Blunt, Dan
Bonville, John Burrows, Rey Dussault,
Daniel LeBlond, Skip Paolini, Harold Porter,
Nick Sibilia, Mark Woodruff, John Franceschina

Honorary Directors:
Dave Bean, Al Hodson, Art LeBlanc, Jack
Parker, James Sulikowski.

Nominations may also come from the floor be-
fore the membership vote.

Maine Warden Sergeant Tim Spahr will be
our guest speaker to talk about the latest rulings
and to answer those burning questions you’ve al-
ways wanted to ask (we will turn down the lights
so that you may remain anonymous although it is
rumored that Tim has developed natural night vi-
sion).

Of course, we have our annual banquet com-
ing up; more details will follow.  Banquet tickets,
Grant’s Camps raffle and other raffle items,
membership dues and hatchery donations can be
made at our website, www.sacosalmon.com

Also in this month’s newsletter you will find
information about other events in Maine: Atlantic
Salmon Federation is holding an online auction;
there are two great films about fishing posted;
Dan Bonville has posted a preliminary club event
and calendar; Maine Council of ASF is also hav-
ing its annual banquet, and I have a piece about
the new Saltwater Registration that went into ef-
fect this year.
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pools, lodging, meals, guides, boat and motors,
gas, and day licenses.  It is approximately seven
hours from Portland.  This is reported to be an out-
standing facility and great service with good fish-
ing. Camp boasts 85 percent return fisherman.

Country Haven Miramichi
601 Rte 118
Gray Rapids, N.B.
E9B 1G9
1-506-843-9010 or
Toll free 1-877-flyhook(359-4665)
Email: flyhook@nbnet.nb.ca                                   
Web: http://www.flyfishingatlanticsalmon.com
www.vacationnewbrunswick.com                                                       
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By Dan Bonville

Last month we had seven club members and
guests ice fishing out of Bob and Laura Richter’s
Belgrade Four Season Camps.  By the end of the
weekend we caught 20 smallmouth bass ranging in
size from two and a half to four pounds each.
Also we caught a Northern pike that weight ap-
proximately nine pounds off the northwest end of
Hoyts Island.

All fish were caught in about 25 to 30 feet of
water and all were caught on large shiners about
four to five inches in length.  As usual, we had
great weather, great food, and lots of fun.
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By Dan Bonville

This calendar gets regular updates as the sea-
son progresses so watch for more dates coming
soon.   Also if you would like to post a club trip or
event please contact us at the address found on the
membership application page.

May 14 thru 16 – Dan LaBlond’s camp for fishing

warm water and coldwater species and lot’s of
good eats.

May 21, noon thru 29 noon – Steve Berry’s camp
on Moose River, Rockwood.  Smelts are running,
lake trout, brook trout, and salmon are hungry.
Good food and good fun with fellow SRSC mem-
bers.

June 4 thru 6 – Chris Barnes’ camp near Eustis.
Fishing on the Dead River.

June 11 thru 13 – Art LeBlanc’s camp in the
Rangeley area.

June 19 Stripers with RJ Mere.  Wade fishing
around Hills Beach.

July 9 thru 11 – Gold panning with RJ Mere.
Searching for gold in them there hills.  We will
combine river and pond fishing with gold panning
in the Eustis area this year.

October 2 thru 10 – Steve Berry’s camps. Fish East
and West Outlet and hunt for partridge and wood-
cock.
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By Bucky Owen, Bill Townsend, Andrew Goode,
John Burrows

From March 1 to March 27, 2010, the Maine Coun-
cil of the Atlantic Salmon Federation will be con-
ducting a live auction as part of its $150,000 cam-
paign for the Penobscot.  Critical to the success of
the auction will be our ability to let as many people
know as possible about the auction and to direct
them to the Maine Council website –
www.mainecouncilasf.org – where the auction will
be taking place.  This auction will include a custom
made bamboo salmon rod by David Van Burgel, a
custom salmon reel and several other high end
items.  100 percent of the proceeds with go to re-
moving the dams on the Penobscot.
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Dan Tarkinson

Fly Fishing in Maine (FFIM) is very excited to
be partnering with FliesandFins.com, Coastal Fly
Angler and Maine River Guides to bring the ac-
claimed national "Fly Fishing Film Tour" to Maine.
The tour is a collection of short films that undergo
a tedious selection process with the best of the best
being chosen to represent the pinnacle of fly fish-
ing experiences. Inspirational and breathtaking, the
scenery, exciting angling and interesting stories
pack the over 90 minute of footage.

The event will be held on March 11 and 12,
2010 at the Frontier Cafe and Cinema in
Brunswick, ME. The Frontier is a stunning intimate
venue located in the Ft. Andros complex, with ex-
cellent food and a unique collection of beverages.
This is the fishing event of the winter in Maine not
to be missed.  Due to limited capacity, we strongly
recommend ordering your tickets in advance, by
either purchasing online with a credit card at

http://www.flyfishinginmaine.org/flyfishing-
filmtour/  or by calling the theater at (207)-725-
5222.

The event festivities will also include door
prize raffles, and some silent auction items, includ-
ing 2 fly rods and a landing net donated by L.L
Bean, wading jackets donated by Patagonia, vari-
ous fly lines, T-shirts and much more.

All proceeds from this event will go to the
FFIM Grassroots Grant fund. FFIM is a 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. Past recipients of FFIM
Grassroots Grants have included Trout Unlimited,
Casting For Recovery, Maine Department of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife, and many more.

For more information about Fly Fishing in
Maine, please visit our website at

http://www.flyfishinginmaine.org/
For more information about the Fly Fishing

Film Tour, including trailers for some of the films,
visit the tour website at

http://www.flyfishingfilmtour.com/
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By R.J. Mere

When National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration National Marine Fisheries Service
(NOAA) first announced its plan for a national
registry of recreational saltwater anglers, individu-
als and organizations immediately protested.

The registry is designed to give NOAA a better
look at the data of recreational fishing and its im-
pact on coastal fisheries.  Heretofore, the informa-
tion was collected by informal, and sometimes for-
mal, surveys which were voluntarily given on the
beaches and docks or by NOAA phone surveys.
Also, NOAA had no idea of the number of recre-
ational saltwater anglers throughout the nation.

Maine legislators heard from all sides of this
issue and announced that it would participate in
the program.  This is a smart move on Maine’s
part.

The national saltwater fishing license was to
go into effect with or without Maine’s participa-
tion.  Without a Maine’s involvement the fee, this
is yet to be determined, would be collected and de-
posited in the Federal treasury without a specific
use.

When Maine enacted the saltwater fishing reg-
istry bill, it will receive the fees.  This was a no-
brainer, as they say.

However, there was initial, and still lingering,
opposition to the registry.  The first volley of the
opposing voices lamented the taking away of our
four hundred year old rights to fish coastal waters
for free.

Of course, this was a weak position to begin
with; just think of all the activities over the past
centuries that have been licensed or regulated in-
cluding fishing, hunting, and driving cars.  These
‘rights’ were presumed when actually they are
privileges provided and controlled by local, state,
and federal government. Other ideas to stall the
program failed too.

So now it is certain: Maine will have a saltwa-
ter license.  With few exceptions, if you fish salt-
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water, you will have to get a license.  Let’s take a
look at what this program is about and how you, as
a saltwater angler, will be a part of it.

NOAA’s best guess is that there are 25 million
saltwater anglers in the nation going fishing at
least four times a year (100 million trips) and
spending at least $82.3 billion a year.

Though there is a lot of data collected from
commercial fishing there’s relatively little known
information about recreational fishing.  How many
fish are caught and killed?  This unknown piece of
the fisheries population pie needs to be determined
before a true fisheries harvest program can be de-
termined.

Some might try to discount this importance
and say it’s like comparing campers looking for
twigs for the campfire compared to loggers in the
forest.

When determining the capacity of a natural re-
source all factors must be considered.  First, the
numbers stated warrant further research.  Also, the
number of saltwater anglers is growing but, again,
no one knows by how much and what impact that
has on the fisheries resource.  Finally, it is manda-
tory.  So, how will this registry work?

Saltwater anglers call toll-free NOAA registra-
tion number 1-888-674-7411 or fill out the appli-
cation on NOAA’s website,
www.countmyfish.noaa.gov and will be required
to give their full name, date of birth, full address,
phone number, and where you intend to fish salt-
water species.  Email address is optional.  There is
no registration fee for 2010.  It is easy; I simulta-
neously filed my information while typing this
paragraph.

Now, anywhere I decide to go fishing for salt-
water species I will be registered.  If I only
checked the Maine box for intended places to fish
on the application and I wanted to spend two
weeks fishing the azure waters off West Florida or
Alaska or Massachusetts, I don’t have to do any-
thing; I’m already in the national registry.  I may
get a call from NOAA to answer a survey in the
future.

As of January 1, 2010, Maine saltwater anglers
must register in the NOAA registry database.  If

you are under 16 or over 70 years of age, you are
exempt.  If you: fish on a licensed for hire boat, are
in active military, are disabled or a disabled vet-
eran, you are exempt.  If you are already registered
with NOAA you are exempt.

The cost to register in 2010 is nothing.  There
will be a fee, starting 2011, but that has not been
determined yet.  Best guess is between $15 and
$25.  Failure to produce a National Saltwater An-
gler Registry card to a Marine Patrol officer the
first year will probably result with a warning.  A
penalty may be determined starting 2011.
If you are still whining about too much government
interference into our private lives, get over it.  The
government determines who will access our natural
resources and how much of them may be con-
sumed.  If you are a recreational saltwater angler
would you want commercial fishermen telling you
what you can fish for and how many you can take?
The converse of that question applies as well.  Oh,
and by the way, did I mention it was mandatory?
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By Harold Porter

There’s still some sportsman shows going on in
Maine.  Here’s some that are coming up:
· 
· Orono, March 12 thru 14
· 
· Wilton, March 19 thru 21
· 
· Presque Isle, March 27 and 28
· 
· Augusta, April 2 thru 4

I’ll be displaying antique ice fishing traps at all the
shows except for the one in Orono.  Also, if you,
your family, or friends have any Maine made ice
fishing traps and would like to pass them on to a
collector, let me know.
Call me at 207-324-9660.  Thanks!
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John Burrows

Kevin McKay and www.maineflyfish.com have
organized a special showing of the new film
“The Good Life: Tall Tails from the East” for
Thursday, April 8 at the Sea Dog in Bangor.
Proceeds from the event will go to support the
Penobscot River Restoration Project!!! See the
attached flyer for more information and where
to purchase your tickets.
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By John Burrows

The Atlantic Salmon Federation/Maine Council -
ASF 20th Annual Maine Dinner will be held on Satur-
day, March 27 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Freeport,
Maine.  Invitation and response card are
attached. Tickets start at $75/person. This year we are
offering a special conservator ticket priced at $250
which includes a new Orvis reel!!
We have some fantastic items in the auction this year,
so don’t miss it!
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Application for membership

Saco River Salmon Club
     "Dedicated to fisheries restoration”

Date: __________________________

Name: _________________________________________________________

Street: _________________________________________________________

City:   ________________ State:  ______________  Zip:  ________________

Phone: ______________________  Cell Phone: ________________________

 E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________

Where did you hear about us?  ______________________________________

_ Individual     _ Family     _ Student     _ Senior     _ Life     _ Business
              $20           $30              $10             $10          $300       $125

           Dues:  _________________

       Hatchery Fund Contribution:  _______________

    Total Amount Enclosed:   ________________

I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

_ BOARD OF DIRECTORS _ NEWS LETTER

_ HATCHERY OPERATIONS _ HYDROPOWER ISSUES

_ STOCKING _ LEGISLATION

_ PUBLIC RELATIONS _ MEMBERSHIP

_ CLASSROOM INCUBATORS _ EVENTS & PROGRAMS

_  FUNDRAISING  _ OTHER

_   Please add my name to the volunteer e-mail list so that I receive information regarding volunteer
opportunities at the hatchery.

Remarks:  _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________

Mail to: SACO RIVER SALMON CLUB, P.O. BOX 115, SACO , ME 04072

Phone: (207) 282-6985

Website:   www.sacosalmon.com           Email at:  info@sacosalmon.com


