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By RJ Mere

Like the legendary phoenix rising from the ashes, the Saco River Salmon
Club Hatchery has come back and is reborn.  Our hatchery is back on line and
doing what it was designed to do: rearing Atlantic salmon.  After the initial
shutdown with the news that we would be not receiving eyed eggs this year an
offer to supply us with 3,000 parr came through and the directors jumped on
the opportunity.  Volunteers have refitted the egg-to-fry hatchery to a parr rear-
ing facility while still maintaining the capability to rear salmon eggs in the fu-
ture.

According to John Blunt’s calculations, we are very close to our typical sea-
sonal budget when we normally are focused on fry so at least accounting wise,
nothing has changed.  On the other hand, the changes in the hatchery to take
on parr were significant but not overwhelming for the crew responsible for re-
plumbing the tanks and filter system.  Huge thanks go out to John Blunt, Steve
Berry, Nick Sibilia, Rey Dussault, Garry Kasten, and Dan LeBlond for recon-
figuring the plumbing and wiring.  Thanks also to the UNE student volunteers
who have been monitoring water quality as the system comes back on line.

Currently, the hatchery is humming along and everything is ready to receive
the parr on March 10, Tuesday morning, at 11:00 AM.  Volunteers will be on
hand to accept the fish from U.S. Fish and Wildlife personnel.  There will be
more to tell about our babies in the next issue of The Salmon Run.

(Continued on page 2)
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At our last social meeting in February,
Dan Bonville presented a slide show of
Alaska.  This trip was unusual in that Dan,
his wife Sandy, Mark and Stella Fohlin
toured Southeast and South Central Alaska
by ferry boat.  As usual for Dan’s program,
we learned about different ways to view ex-
otic places along with a terrific meal.

Our next program will be Wednesday,
March 18, starting 6:00PM at the Trinity
Episcopal Church.   We will start with an-
nual elections (a report from the Nominat-
ing Committee is in this issue) and make a
few announcements about how the parr are
doing.  Cal Robinson will put on a slide
show about striper fishing and clamming in
Maine, Hunting over bird dogs in Kansas,
and guiding out of Grant’s Kennebago
Camps.   Cal always puts on a great pro-
gram and we are looking forward to seeing
him once again.

Lynne, proprietor of On The Corner Cafe,
169 Pool Street, Biddeford, will prepare the
meal for the club and a donation of $7.00 is
suggested.  This will be our last social
meeting until September.   However, our
Annual Banquet is coming up on April 25.
Banquet and raffle tickets are included in
this newsletter.

By Dan Bonville

John Blunt announced he would not run for
the president’s position this year but of-

fered to serve if no one else would take the
position.  The Nominating Committee, Dan
Bonville and Art LeBlanc, has offered the
following candidates for Officers for elec-
tion at the March 18 social meeting:

· RJ Mere for president
· Dick Neal for vice president
· Garry Kasten for Secretary
· Carol Granger for Treasurer

The following Directors have agreed to
serve for the next year:

· Steve Berry
· Jim Black
· John Blunt
· Dan Bonville
· John Burrows
· Rey Dussault
· Ron Lewis
· Skip Paolini
· Harold Porter
· Nick Sibilia
· James Sulikowski
· Mark Woodruff

Honorary Directors have agreed to serve for
the next year:

· Dave Bean
· Al Hodson
· Art LeBlanc
· Dan LeBlond
· John Franceschina
· Harvey Patry
· Jack Parker

The Nominating Committee recognizes any
nominations from the members present at

(Continued on page 3)
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the March 18 social meeting for officers or
directors.  Please come to the meeting and
cast your vote!

By Jim Black

Its time to mark your calendars….This year
our annual banquet and ‘GALA EVENT’
will be held Saturday, April 25, at 77 in
Cape Porpoise!

The banquet committee has begun to pull
together the logistics for another evening of
fun and excitement. This year we will be
expanding the program to make this a night
of “friend-raising” and fundraising. In addi-
tion to our usual fare of raffles and a live
auction we will add a few more special ac-
tivities and games…did I hear someone
shout “Salmon Scales”? These activities
give us the chance to get to know each
other a bit better while having fun and rais-
ing money for the club.

With last year being our most profitable
ever we have a big challenge ahead. So
while we have big plans for this evening,
turning these plans into reality is going to
require the support from a few more volun-
teers. The committee has a wide variety of
tasks that can use your time and talent. If
you have any special talents in the area of
publicity, desk top publishing, or can take a
few afternoons to solicit donations or sell
advertising space to folks in your commu-
nity that you might do business with, gas

stations, grocery stores etc., then give me a
call. We have solicitation letters that ex-
plain who we are and rate sheets that detail
the cost of the advertisements. In the end
this is a great opportunity for you to get out
into the community and spread the word
about the great work we are doing to edu-
cate students and improve the prospects for
a self sustaining return of Atlantic salmon.

Remember donations are not limited to
fishing and sporting gear! A gift certificate
to Applebee’s is as acceptable as donations
of gear from Zeiss, and no donation is too
small or too eclectic! This year a few of our
premier solicitors are not going to be as en-
gaged in this process as they were in the
past so we really need extra with donations
and the sale of advertising space in the auc-
tion brochure.

Folks, we always try to make this a night
that offers something for everyone. So go
over to your calendar right now and mark
the date…April 25, make it a special “night
out” with your spouse or significant other!
It’ll be a great meal, salmon or chicken or
vegetarian, it’s a fantastic venue, and you’ll
be supporting a great cause all while having
FUN with friends.

Tickets are $30/PP. FMI or to reserve tick-
ets: Contact Jim Black at (207) 985-4549
ext 202 or email
jim@blackconsultinggroup.com and now
you may purchase banquet tickets and raf-
fle tickets on our web-site!
www.sacosalmon.com   Watch for updates
in the April newsletter.

(Continued on page 4)
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By Garry Kasten

I received a call from Protection One that
the burglar alarm had been activated March
6th about 6:30 PM. The Biddeford Police
Department was called and I met them at
the hatchery. The building was secure but
we think that someone did try to open the
front door because there were wet footsteps
on the stairs. There were no signs of forced
entry and the security system did its
job. We are working on improving the
outside nighttime lighting since once of the
outside security lights are presently not
functioning. This is the first call from Pro-
tection Once since last October, so it ap-
pears that the security system is working
perfectly.

By Garry Kasten

As of March 4, 2009, we have 157 mem-
bers which includes 21 life
memberships and 1 business
membership. 64 members have already
sent in dues and donations for the 2009 cal-
endar year. Thank you!  As a member of
the club, you should be receiving current
newsletters and announcements. If you are

one of our 103 current volunteers who ex-
pressed interest in volunteer work with the
club, you should also be receiving an-
nouncements from the club when we need
extra help. Thank you to all of those who
respond when we do need help. Many
thanks to all our volunteers who have al-
ready contributed more than 250 hours to
keep the hatchery in operation.  To those
volunteers who are not yet members, we
consider joining our membership. An appli-
cation is attached to the last page of this
newsletter.

By RJ Mere

Our website www.sacosalmon.com now of-
fers an online membership and donation op-
tion.  Click on Join to take you to the mem-
bership page.  You may use your PayPal ac-
count or most of the popular credit cards.
All transactions are secure.

Starting this year we also offer members an
opportunity to buy their Annual Banquet
tickets as well as Grant’s Kennebago
Camps Raffle tickets and this year we are
also raffling off a Loon 138 kayak and
those raffle tickets may be purchased online
as well.  Just click on the Pier 77 photo on
the home page and it will take you directly
to the banquet page.

As noted in Garry’s article on Membership
we have 64 who have sent in their dues for
2009.  That means 93 members have not re-

(Continued on page 5)
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newed their membership in the first quarter
of the year.  There’s a membership form at
the end of this newsletter and now there’s
an easy online way to sign up through our
website.  Please take a moment right now
and update your membership!

By Dan Bonville

Saturday, February 21, was dedicated to the
Saco River Salmon Club at Kittery Trading
Post.  RJ Mere and Dan Bonville headed up
the day with the help of 22 club members
and quests.

As folks entered the store at the main en-
trance, they were greeted by our club’s
booth manned by Steve Berry and Nick
Sibilia welcoming them and explaining
what our club is all about, inviting new
members, and selling chances for a new
fishing kayak.

Downstairs, two rooms were put into use.
In the lecture room, Dan Bonville put on
slide shows about Yellowstone National
Park, Alaska, and the Rupert River in Que-
bec.  Mark Woodruff gave a talk on his
habitat studies carried out on the Saco River
Watershed.  Jim Black put on a PowerPoint
program on the aims and future plans of the
Saco River Salmon Club and RJ Mere cov-
ered winter survival.  Rob Cotiaux demon-
strated turkey calling and spring and fall

hunting techniques.

In the demonstration room, fly tyers, Don
Sicard, Mike Arsenault, and Mark Drum-
mond tied both freshwater and saltwater
imitations.  Harold Porter put on his display
of antique ice fishing equipment and Bill
and Gerri Perry displayed their decoy carv-
ing expertise.  John and Caroline Blunt had
a table advertising Grant’s Kennebago
Camps and Skip Paolini held court while
demonstrating how to build a light weight
fishing rod.

Others who helped out doing a variety of
jobs were Mark Fohlin, Tom McNeil, Jason
and Megan Rochelo (representing Atlantic
Salmon Federation), Diane Ricciotti, Gerry
and Janet Kasten, Dick Neal, and Kurt
Mildner.  Our new member, Dan LeBlond,
meant only to spend an hour or two at KTP
but ended up helping the club all day long!

The Old Town Loon 138 kayak, which Kit-
tery Trading Post helped us to raffle, was
won by Don Winchell of North Bridgton,
Maine.   We made $160.00 on the raffle
that day along with selling several books of
Grant’s Kennebago Camps raffle tickets.
New members signed up and word of our
club and its hatchery and our accomplish-
ments spread out to the outdoor community
and a lot of fun was had by all.

All in all, the day was a real success.
Thanks to all who helped on what I’m sure
was the first Saco River Salmon Club Day
at Kittery Trading Post and thanks to the
KTP for inviting us.

(Continued on page 6)
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By Nick Sibilia

The Saco Salmon Club will have a booth
telling our story again this year. Any mem-
bers willing to volunteer at our booth for a
while are welcome. Drop an e-mail to Nick:
nicksibilia@hotmail.com   many legends of
the fishing world will be there.  Saturday
and Sunday March 21 and 22.  Stop by and
say hello.

Flip Pallot, Stu Apte, Joan Wulff, Mark
Sosin and Tim Rajeff Headline L.L. Bean's
Annual Celebration of Fishing in Freeport,
Maine.  Some of the biggest names in the
history of fishing will be at L.L. Bean on
March 21-22 for L.L. Bean's annual Spring
Fishing Expo. These "Legends of Fishing"
will be available at the store from 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday to visit with
customers, share stories, sign autographs,
books and more.

"It is extremely rare to have talent of this
caliber in one place at one time," said Ken
Kacere, Senior VP and General Manager of
Retail. "And we're glad to be giving our
customers, especially the little ones, the op-
portunity to talk face-to-face with some of
the biggest names the fishing world has
ever seen."

In addition, during the weekend, 5 percent
of all fishing gear and apparel sales will go
to the Maine Department of Inland Fish-
eries and Wildlife "Hooked on Fishing, Not
Drugs" program.

Featured celebrity fly tyers include David
Klausmeyer, Bob Popovics, Mike Martinek
and Ted Rogowski. Other weekend high-
lights include free fly-casting lessons, kids'
activities and a variety of demonstrations,
clinics and seminars including presentations
by Harry Vanderweide, as well as several
L.L. Bean experts. The Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife will also be
conducting a special panel discussion on all
things related to fishing in Maine. Special
promotions include 20% off all rods, reels,
outfits and waders. All event activities are
free. For more information, please visit our
retail stores calendar of events or call 800-
559-0747, ext. 37222.

L.L. Bean, Inc. is a leading retailer of qual-
ity outdoor gear and apparel. Founded in
1912 by Leon Leonwood Bean, the com-
pany began as a one-room operation selling
a single product, the Maine Hunting Shoe.
While its business has grown substantially,
L.L. Bean still upholds the values of its
founder and continues his dedication to
quality, customer service and a love of the
outdoors.

(Continued on page 7)
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By Dan Bonville

Opening day of fishing season has always
been the day in my life as an outdoor per-
son.  In most years, since I turned 12 years
old, opening day was more important than
Christmas, Easter, and birthdays all rolled
into one.

There was no sleeping the night before;
hours and hours
of reading with a
flashlight beneath
my bed covers
kept me from
sleeping on lots
of other nights
leading up to that day of days.

In school in those earlier days, my mind
was on fishing more than on my studies, all
possible moments before classes and during
lunch time was spent talking or planning
with my fishing buddies and every English
paper or story had to have some mention of
my fishing plans or fishing prowess during
recent trips.

Nothing much has changed of course and I
still can’t sleep the night of March 31.
With the chance of snow, sleet, or cold wet
rain, at about 100 percent on opening day, I
wonder as I lay there in the dark if I’ve
readied the right clothes.  Do I need more
layers?  Will my light weight waders be
warm enough?  Should I get out my old
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neoprenes?  Will I need gloves or will my
fingerless mitts do ok?  Forget the dry flies,
but what type of nymphs or streamers
might I need?  Where’s my thermos?  What
rod size will be right?  Do I really need my
vest?  Where can I park my truck if the
snow still fills my parking spot?

It used to be that my buddy, “Sonny” Mon-
roe and I would be out there at sunrise or
what would pass for sunrise on those nasty
days of the opening but I have a hard time
finding someone who wants to get out there
now a day.  Maybe it’s got something to do
with the weather or the fact that most of my
fishing friends are not getting any younger
or maybe it’s because the fishing isn’t usu-
ally very good!  Whatever, I can assure you
that the pools that don’t have any ice on
them won’t be too crowded and that the in-
sect hatches won’t be too hard to figure out.

The casting will be fun but slower as we
have to stop to clear the ice out of our rot
tips.  The hot chocolate boiled over a small
wood fire will taste better than we remem-
bered from last year.

And if the sun should come out during the
late morning hours, a nice dry spot can usu-
ally be found in a sunny spot at the base of
a big old Maine white pine tree where I can
catch my first nap of the season on such a
wonderful day; the opening day of 2009.
See ya there!

(Continued on page 8)

0������	'��0������	'��0������	'��0������	'��



�

Submit your short article for “The Salmon Run.”  General in-
terest stories, recipes for fly tying or foods are welcomed.  Send
to RJ Mere, 9 York St., Kennebunk , ME, 04043 or email to
rjmere@gwi.net
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By Dan Bonville

If you are interested in participating in any of
these events call Dan Bonville, 207-625-
7693 unless there is another contact speci-
fied.

May 1 through 5 - COUNTRY HAVEN
MIRAMICHI, Blackville, New Brunswick.
Fish Saturday May 2 and Sunday May 3 in
any of the 11 Atlantic salmon pools with
lodging, meals, guides, boat and motors, gas,
day licenses for $375(USD) per person per
day. $350.00 per person per day if six sign
up for the same trip. Stay longer if desired.
You must register by April 15. Call Dave
Fenderson (207)781-4240 or email davidoil-
man@yahoo.com

May 15, 16, and 17 – Beaverkill River, New
York.  We’ll catch some terrific Mayfly
hatches on this world class river.

May 23 through 30 – Brookies and Land-
locked salmon on the Moose River.  We will
be staying at Steve Berry’s camp.

June 5, 6, 7 – Fishing the North Branch of
the Dead River for Brook Trout.

June 12, 13, 14 – Fishing the Rangeley Area
for Brook Trout and Landlocked salmon.
We will be staying at Art and Angela’s camp
on Dodge Pond.

June 20 – Wade Fishing for Stripers at
Hills Beach with RJ Mere.  This will be a
Saturday with Sunday, June 21, as a rain
date.  Call RJ Mere, 207-985-4420 or
email rjmere@gwi.net

July (date TBA) – Panning for Gold with
RJ Mere.  Is there gold in them thar hills?
If not, we’ll have fun trying to find it.
Bring a fly rod just in case the gold eludes
us!  Call RJ Mere, 207-985-4420 or email
rjmere@gwi.net                           

September 21, 22, 23 - Rangeley, David
Fenderson’s camp for four club members.
Rangeley Lake and river wading. Call
Dave Fenderson(207) 781-4240 or email
davidoilman@yahoo.com

September 26 through October 3 – Cast
and Blast; Fish for trout and salmon and
then hunt for partridge!  We will be stay-
ing at Steve Berry’s camp on the Moose
River.
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Application for membership

Saco River Salmon Club
     "Dedicated to fisheries restoration”

Date: __________________________

Name: _________________________________________________________

Street: _________________________________________________________

City:   ________________ State:  ______________  Zip:  ________________

Phone: ______________________  Cell Phone: ________________________

 E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________

Where did you hear about us?  ______________________________________

_ Individual     _ Family     _ Student     _ Senior     _ Life     _ Business
              $20           $30              $10             $10          $300       $125

           Dues:  _________________

       Hatchery Fund Contribution:  _______________

    Total Amount Enclosed:   ________________

I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

_ BOARD OF DIRECTORS _ NEWS LETTER

_ HATCHERY OPERATIONS _ HYDROPOWER ISSUES

_ STOCKING _ LEGISLATION

_ PUBLIC RELATIONS _ MEMBERSHIP

_ CLASSROOM INCUBATORS _ EVENTS & PROGRAMS

_  FUND RAISING _ OTHER

_   Please add my name to the volunteer e-mail list so that I receive information regarding volunteer
opportunities at the hatchery.

Remarks:  _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________

Mail to: SACO RIVER SALMON CLUB, P.O. BOX 115, SACO , ME 04072

Phone: (207) 282-6985

Website:   www.sacosalmon.com                              Email at:  gkasten22@msn.com                  
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