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By RJ Mere

Our Atlantic salmon eggs are all hatched, and all sac fry have developed to swim fry
and ready for transfer to the feeding trays. We are still holding the mortality rate down
around 4.5 to 5 percent with the Hatchery Committee doing a great job.  That puts us
around 444,000 fry and 12,220 parr.  Schools participating in the Fish Friends program
are right in step with the development.  We need to have more volunteers on hand to help
the fish through their developing stages.  Call the hatchery at 207-282-6985 or leave an
email at info@sacosalmon.com                                       and you will be contacted.

We held our last social/business meeting for the 2009/2010 season on March 17.
Dan Bonville started the evening program with club officer and director elections. There
being no additional nominations from the floor, club members voted for the following:
Officers:

· RJ Mere, President
· Dick Neal, Vice President
· Carol Granger, Secretary
· Garry Kasten, Treasurer

Directors:
Steve Berry, Jim Black, John Blunt, Dan Bonville, John Burrows, Rey Dussault,
Daniel LeBlond, Skip Paolini, Harold Porter, Nick Sibilia, Mark Woodruff, John
Franceschina
Honorary Directors:
Dave Bean, Al Hodson, Art LeBlanc, Jack Parker, James Sulikowski.

John Blunt gave the club the latest update on the hatchery and guest speaker Maine
Warden John Lonergan talked to the club about latest developments and changes in the
Maine Warden Service.  We all appreciate the great service John and each of the other
Wardens do for Maine to protect its resources.
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We will meet in September which will start
our 2010/2011 season.  Meanwhile, there’s plenty
happening at the hatchery as we prepare fry and
parr for stocking in late April to early May.  Look
for an early May issue of The Salmon Run to an-
nounce the stocking dates and plans.  As always,
email announcements will be sent to members
who have access to that technology.

Our Annual Banquet is fast approaching.
This year’s venue is the same as last year; plan to
meet at Pier 77, Cape Porpoise, April 24, starting
at 6:00pm.  Please RSVP by April 18 so that we
have the proper number of entrees ordered.  Ban-
quet tickets, Grant’s Camps raffle and other raffle
items, membership dues and hatchery donations
can be purchased on our website,
www.sacosalmon.com                                      or you can download the
raffle tickets and send them in with a check.  We
will also take payment at the door on the 24th but
please let us know your entrée selections before-
hand.

Also, remember that we have lots of fun
trips scheduled for the summer through early fall
and you and your family and guests are welcome
to join us.  Our first trip will take us to We have a
new camp to enjoy around mid-May and we will
also have fishing trips for trout, landlocked
salmon, stripers.  There’s a gold panning trip and
some bird hunting trips too.

The gold panning trip reminds me of a quick
story: Dan Bonville came over to my house before
we headed off to one of the Directors’ meetings.
He picked up a Zip Loc bag of black sand that
had, “Gold Brook – Indian Pond” written in black
magic marker on it.  This is one of two bags are
sitting on the top shelf of a bookcase in my
kitchen.  I usually dig and screen out all the peb-
bles and course sand to fine sand when I visit a
stream.  It then goes into a Zip Loc bag and the
product can be panned at a campsite or at home
when I can find the time.  Dan noticed a nice piece
of gold had settled to the bottom of the bag.  Gold
Brook lived up to its name and I have at least one
pleasant discovery waiting for me whenever I can

find some time to pan through the black sand!
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By RJ Mere

Our annual banquet this year is held at Pier 77,
Cape Porpoise, on Saturday, April 24, starting
5:30pm.  This year the price per ticket is $35.00 each
and entrée selections are choice of salmon, hanger
steak, or vegetarian.  Sign in and payment for ban-
quet tickets, membership dues, hatchery donations,
and various choices of raffle tickets and silent auc-
tion tickets is at the main entrance same as past
years.  We will have some cool items for auction
bids – remember to be generous as all proceeds go
towards raising Atlantic salmon.

If you have something to donate towards the
auction or silent auction or wish to advertise in our
evening’s program please contact Mark Woodruff,
207-929-5300, or markw@sacoriver.net

We have guided trips, a week long stay at a
sport camp, original artwork, and many items do-
nated by our supporters up for auction bidding.

We will be missing a few of the regular people
who normally volunteer for the evening.  We could
use some help at the tables receiving payment at the
beginning of the evening when members pay for
banquet and raffle tickets and again at the end of the
evening when everyone is paying for their auction
winnings.  Call me (207-985-4420) or send an email
to info@sacosalmon.com to let us know if you are
available to help us out.  Again, we will be short-
handed on the banquet night and we sure could use
some help to take the pressure off a few individuals.

Banquet tickets, Grant’s Camps raffle and
other raffle items, membership dues and hatchery
donations can be made at our website,
www.sacosalmon.com or you may print out the
forms at the end of this newsletter and mail them in
with the appropriate amount covered by a check.
Please do not send cash!
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By RJ Mere

Our club has had a presence at two major
events and one more coming up later this month.

L.L. Bean had a special event on Saturday
and Sunday, March 20 and 21, and the Saco River
Salmon Club had a table close to the entrance.
Club volunteers were on hand to talk about our
restoration efforts and brag about our hatchery.

Eldridge Fly Shop hosted an impressive all
day event Saturday, April 3, and once again our
Club was represented there by membership volun-
teers.

We are also invited to have a table at Ca-
bela’s store in Scarborough on April 17 and 18.
Come by and visit or lend a helping hand as we
meet Cabela’s shoppers and potential club mem-
bers.
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By Dan Bonville

This calendar gets regular updates as the sea-
son progresses so watch for more dates coming
soon.   Also if you would like to post a club trip or
event please contact us at the address found on the
membership application page.  Be sure to call me
at 207-625-7693, in advance of each trip to let me
know if you are attending.  We share the cooking
of meals by teams to help make it an enjoyable
outing.

May 14 thru 16 – Dan LeBlond’s camp on Bonny
Eagle in Buxton for fishing warm water and cold-
water species and lot’s of good eats.  Call Dan
Bonville if you are interested in going.

May 22, noon thru 29 noon – Steve Berry’s camp
on Moose River, Rockwood.  Smelts are running,
lake trout, brook trout, and salmon are hungry.
Good food and good fun with fellow SRSC mem-
bers.

June 4 thru 6 – Chris Barnes’ camp near Eustis.
Fishing on the Dead River.

June 11 thru 13 – Art LeBlanc’s camp in the
Rangeley area.

June 19 Stripers with RJ Mere.  Wade fishing
around Hills Beach.

July 9 thru 11 – Gold panning with RJ Mere.
Searching for gold.  We will combine river and
pond fishing with gold panning in two locations in
the Eustis area this year.

October 2 thru 10 – Steve Berry’s camps. Fish
East and West Outlet and hunt for partridge and
woodcock.
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John Burrows

Kevin McKay and www.maineflyfish.com
have organized a special showing of the new film
“The Good Life: Tall Tails from the East” for
Thursday, April 8 at the Sea Dog in Bangor. Pro-
ceeds from the event will go to support the Penob-
scot River Restoration Project!!! See the attached
flyer for more information and where to purchase
your tickets.
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By Steve Heinz

Plans are progressing nicely for Sebago TU’s
fish-friendly Banquet # 31! We are back at Kee-
ley’s Banquet Center and VP John Ferry (our fa-
vorite chef!) has hand picked the menu to include a
delicious buffet with everything from appetizers to
carving stations to apple crisp!
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We have some very worthwhile projects to
rai$e fund$ for: Maine TU Trout Camp, our “5 In
5” Pond Reclamation Fund, and the 2010 Trout
Tagging Project.  FMI, please visit our website:
http://www.sebagotu.org/conservation.html                                                                      
If you have been our banquets before, then you
know the great deals to be had in our raffles, silent
auction and the world-famous “live auction” with
thousands of dollars worth of quality tackle, art-
work, home furnishings, clothing, etc. - plus, a
huge lineup of guided fishing trips as well as stays
at some of Maine’s better camps AND even some
exotic trips sure to make you drool. You can count
on fun and games as always for the kids so bring
them along.

Tickets are $30. Mail in the ticket stuffer
by April 1 st and you will be entered in a special
“Early Bird Raffle”. It really helps us plan so do
not delay. After that, please contact Brad Ronco
directly at 772-2660.

Here is a PARTIAL list of the items available:
· Fly rods by Winston, LL Bean, Hardy, Win-

ston, Orvis and other fine makers
· Reels (inc. Hardy) and fly lines and vests

and shirts and hats and fly-tying stuff
· MANY fish-catching fly assortments by Se-

bago TU tiers
· Guided trip on the West Brach with Greg

Bostater of www.maineriverguides.com                                              
· Guided trip on the Upper Kennebec with

Todd Towle of
www.kingfisherriverguides.com                                                    

· 2 Days for 2 anglers at Forest Lodge on the
Rapid River courtesy Aldro French
www.rapidriverflyfishing.com                                                 

· Striper trip with Capt Eric Wallace
· Striper trip with Steve Heinz
· Week in Abaco / Bahamas Private Beach

house for 8-10 people (any time 2010-2013)
· Week for 2 at EL Pescador in Belize
· 3 days for two anglers at Upper Oxbow

Outdoor Adventures in new Brunswick
· Sporting art by John Swan, Dave Footer,

Dan Daly, and more
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By Dan Tarkinson

Fly Fishing in Maine (FFIM) is proud to present
screenings of "The Good Life - Tall Tails from the
East", a fly fishing feature film produced by Maine
native Carter Davidson. The event, hosted by
FFIM, will be at the Frontier Cafe and Cinema in
Brunswick on April 15, at two separate show times
of 6:00pm and 7:30pm.

This is the 3rd full-length feature from Gray Ghost
Productions, with last year's "East by Northeast"
exciting angling audiences with amazing footage
from all over Maine, New Hampshire and beyond.
This year's film tours the better part of the East
from Labrador to the Florida Keys and everything
in-between. Hitch a ride in the flying Beaver with
Luke Gray in search of huge Eastern brook trout
and enormous Northern pike. Check out the allur-
ing saltwater for stripers in the north or toothy
monsters of the southern latitudes. From peacock
bass to landlocked salmon, from urban pools teem-
ing with silver shad to remote runs with glorious
trout and a dash of the occasional stonefly hatch,
this film is proof that the good life is never too far
away.

The Frontier is a stunning intimate venue located
in the Ft. Andros complex, with excellent food and
a unique collection of beverages. FFIM's Dan
Tarkinson adds, "The Frontier has quickly become
somewhat of a favorite in the Maine Fly Fishing
community. We've held several events there now,
and the crowd and ambience of the theater have
always gelled so well. We're very pumped to be
able to showcase the film-making talents of Carter
Davidson and the Gray Ghost Productions crew at
such a fine establishment".

Due to limited capacity, we strongly recommend
ordering your tickets in advance, by either pur-
chasing online with a credit card at
http://www.flyfishinginmaine.org/thegoodlife/                                                                           , or
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by calling the theater at (207)-725-5222.

The event festivities will also include several door
prizes for each screening, as well as the chance at
some larger fund-raising raffles, including a 2-
person Pontoon Boat to be raffled off at the annual
FFIM Conclave in June.

All proceeds from this event and the raffles will go
to the FFIM Grassroots Grant fund. FFIM is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Past recipients
of FFIM Grassroots Grants have included Trout
Unlimited, Casting For Recovery, Maine Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, and many
more. Among the beneficiaries this year is the Se-
bago Chapter of Trout Unlimited, providing them
with a grant for their "5-in-5" Southern Maine
pond reclamation program.

For more information about Fly Fishing in Maine,
please visit our website at
http://www.flyfishinginmaine.org/                                                       
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by Dan Bonville (February, 1998)

Just what is a fishing trip?   Is it an outing of
more than one day’s duration?  More than a week?
A few hours?  Close to home or far away?

I guess everybody has a different definition of
what constitutes a fishing trip, but for me a trip
begins when I have to take my fly fishing equip-
ment out of my house or out of my pick-up truck.
Time has nothing what-so-ever to do with my trips.

I’ve been very fortunate indeed to take trips
increasingly farther and father from home but that
doesn’t make them more important or more pleas-
ing than those that are only a couple of miles from
my home.

I guess that the reason why is not so much in
the catching as it is in the fishing.  I really enjoy the
process of casting a lovely 8 ½ foot or 9 foot fly

rod.  I love the sound of the fly reel and enjoy the
singing of the line being peeled off  the reel.  I also
enjoy the clicking sound that is made on some reels
even while reeling line back onto the spool.

If  I only got a kick out of catching fish, I
probably wouldn’t go fly fishing.  If I was only
happy with big fish, I probably wouldn’t go either.
From me a trip and its excitement begins when the
idea pops into my head.  The planning consumes
hours, sometimes days.  Packing the gear means
hands on experiences with as little as my rod, reels
and a few flies.  It can also mean hours of sorting
and packing fishing gear, personal gear and camp-
ing gear.

All of my trips begin with books and or maps.   I
always have to think of lunch or groceries, coolers
and drinks or stove and coffee pot.  Right now I’m
planning a two week trip to fly rod for bass, pike,
crappies, walleyes, and flathead, blue and channel
catfish out on the Mississippi River.  I’m working
on putting together the Saco River Salmon Club
Trips to the Restigouche River in Quebec, another
trip to LacLeonce for brookies and boating excur-
sions on the Saco for stripers.

Last  night the club took the first of several trips
to Dresden on the East Branch of the Kennebec to
fish for smelts through the ice at James Eddys smelt
camps and we’re planning more.  We had a pretty
good haul of fish.

I’d like to get to Florida for a week, Wyoming
and Montana for a couple of weeks or so, and in a
couple of year maybe Alaska or Labrador.  From
planning to packing from day-dreaming to actually
heading out on my trips I have a great time.  Al-
ways!

That’s probably why Art LeBlanc spoke up last
week at one of our flytying sessions.  “Dan,” he
said, “you’d probably have fun going to the out-
house!”

“Yes,”  I answered, “I have!”



�



�



�



�

Application for membership

Saco River Salmon Club
     "Dedicated to fisheries restoration”

Date: __________________________

Name: _________________________________________________________

Street: _________________________________________________________

City:   ________________ State:  ______________  Zip:  ________________

Phone: ______________________  Cell Phone: ________________________

 E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________

Where did you hear about us?  ______________________________________

_ Individual     _ Family     _ Student     _ Senior     _ Life     _ Business
              $20           $30              $10             $10          $300       $125

           Dues:  _________________

       Hatchery Fund Contribution:  _______________

    Total Amount Enclosed:   ________________

I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

_ BOARD OF DIRECTORS _ NEWS LETTER

_ HATCHERY OPERATIONS _ HYDROPOWER ISSUES

_ STOCKING _ LEGISLATION

_ PUBLIC RELATIONS _ MEMBERSHIP

_ CLASSROOM INCUBATORS _ EVENTS & PROGRAMS

_  FUNDRAISING  _ OTHER

_   Please add my name to the volunteer e-mail list so that I receive information regarding volunteer
opportunities at the hatchery.

Remarks:  _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________

Mail to: SACO RIVER SALMON CLUB, P.O. BOX 115, SACO , ME 04072

Phone: (207) 282-6985

Website:   www.sacosalmon.com           Email at:  info@sacosalmon.com


