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By RJ Mere

After three months of work by our dedicated hatchery committee the egg to fry section and the parr
rearing section of the hatchery are both on line and currently have 250,000 eyed eggs in one and 12,000
parr in the other.  12,000 parr came in early December and John Blunt and Nick Sibilia picked up and
delivered the 250,000 eyed eggs on February 1.  Club members and UNE student volunteers were on
hand at our hatchery to distribute the eggs into the incubator trays.  Come to the hatchery to take a look
at your eggs and parr.  There's usually someone there but give a call first to be sure: 207-282-6985

Dan LeBlond, director, is replacing our old ballast fluorescent lights with energy efficient ones that ac-
tually produce 25 percent more light.  The savings means that we will need less light units that will pro-
vide the same amount we use now.  In addition, we don’t have to put up with the flickering anymore.
The next time you see one of the Hatchery Committee members: John Blunt, Steve Berry, Skip Paolini,
Rey Dussault, Nick Sibilia, or Dan LeBlond, let them know that you appreciate all their work behind the
success story of the Saco River Salmon Club Hatchery.  Rey would even accept a hug!

Membership dues are trickling in and we’re already in February.

Life members   21
Paid 2011     1
Paid 2010   45
Unpaid 2010   66
Unpaid 2005-2008   72
Complimentary 136   These are government agencies, media, schools,

         political contacts, other hatcheries
Total in Names Database: 341

When we examine the table above we see that 67 members are paid up to date (Life members, 2011,
2010) and there are 66 members who paid their 2009 dues but not their 2010 dues. We have held on to
72 members who have not paid dues since 2008 (some going all the way back to 2005!)  I’m sure there a
number of them who may wish to stay with the club.  To these members, we will waive your past obliga-
tions when you pay your 2010 dues.  We will wait until the end of February and if we haven’t heard
from you by then your name will be deleted from our list.

(Continued on page 2)
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Many members like to pay their dues at
the Annual Banquet; I think this comes
from the way our bylaws are written.  Our
bylaws state that dues are expected begin-
ning January 1.  If a member has not paid
by the end of March the Secretary is in-
structed to send a notice that the member
will be dropped if dues are not received in
15 days - that’s to the middle of April!  In
the name of ultimate procrastination,
members met at the Annual Banquet and
settled up their membership dues at that
time.  I admit that I did the same thing for
a number of years when I first joined this
club.  I thought it was ok until I read the
bylaws and realized that I was taking ad-
vantage of the club’s good nature.  Con-
sidering the Annual Banquet is the last
Saturday in April I think it is time to retire
this abusive tradition.

Our hatchery is up and running right now;
our salmon must be cared for, fed, treated
when they
are sick, the
water needs
to be kept
as pure as
we can
keep it, we
have ongo-
ing ex-
penses.  We
all joined this club because of our com-
mitment to help restore salmon to the
Saco River; those great trips are just icing
on the cake.  The hatchery gets its operat-
ing expense paid by many sources and
membership dues and contributions are an
important piece of that pie.  Obviously,

we’ve been very lenient about this but with
the necessary upgrades to the hatchery to
continue operations for salmon restoration
and with the increasing utility costs, we must
insist that all members who wish to remain
so must send in their dues by the deadline
stipulated in our bylaws or be dropped from
our roster.  Our bylaws are on our website:
www.sacosalmon.com                                      there’s also a super
secure online membership sign up and/or do-
nation that you can pay with your own credit
card and it’s processed by PayPal.  For those
who are uncomfortable about transactions
online there is a mail-in form available on
our website as well as one at the end of this
newsletter.  While I’m on the topic, member-
ship contributions are down also.  I know the
Life members don’t have to pay annual dues
but perhaps some in that category can help
by offering a contribution.  Remember, your
donations are tax deductible!

Speaking of contributions and pieces of the
pie chart, L.L. Bean has generously sup-
ported our Atlantic salmon restoration for
over two decades.  These are difficult eco-
nomic times for retail businesses and some
of the companies have been unable to sup-
port the hatchery as they have done in past
years.  L.L. Bean never faltered, economic
good years or bad years, and for that we are
truly grateful.  Thank you.

Lynne Jackson (On the Corner Café, Bid-
deford) took a last minute call and was able
to put another great meal together for us at
our January 20 meeting.  Thanks, Lynne.
John Blunt brought everyone up to date
about hatchery news and then Sean Smith
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presented his program on fishing year round
rivers in New Hampshire.  Thanks for a
great show, Sean.  Thanks also to Skip
Paolini for dropping off all the plates, din-
nerware, and beverages and to Garry Kasten
and Angela LeBlanc for cleaning up the
kitchen.

Our next meeting is February17, again at
the Trinity Episcopal Church on the corner
of Rt One and Cleveland Street.  Bill Perry
will be our guest speaker.  Bill is a longtime
member of the club, a noted decoy carver
and carver instructor, and enjoys fishing and
hunting in unique ways.  Come and spend
the evening with us to discover how Bill
likes to hunt ducks and fish.

The Annual Banquet is fast approaching
and we will soon be enjoying a great meal
with fun friends and guests.  This year’s ban-
quet is on April 24, a Saturday.  We are just
beginning to work on the details and you
will soon hear about more of the special
event.  We are looking for a few members
who will help with getting this banquet orga-
nized.  Please contact me at
info@sacosalmon.com                                      

The club received an award from Environ-
mental Protection Agency for our efforts to
restore natural habitat on the Saco River.
We will display the award at the hatchery.  A
DVD titled, “After the Storm” produced by
EPA and The Weather Channel is available
at our library at the hatchery.

Dan Bonville received a call from Bob
Richter, co-owner of Belgrade Lakes Four
Season Cottages, saying the ice fishing is

phenomenal with a record number of 40
inch pike being caught.  When Dan hears
the word “fish” you know he’s packed and
ready to go.  Thankfully he’s willing to
wait a couple of weeks for anyone who
would like to join him.  He’s planning to
arrive on Friday, February 19, stay that
night and Saturday night and return home
on Sunday, February 21.  Dan has booked
one of the smaller Cottages but if there is a
larger group going he’ll have to book an
additional cottage.  Time is important,
don’t wait until the last minute, give Dan a
call (207-625-7693) and let him know if
you are interested in this trip.  Dan will put
together another calendar of club trips for
2010 shortly and we might be able to get
that published in the next issue of The
Salmon Run.
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Application for membership

Saco River Salmon Club
     "Dedicated to fisheries restoration”

Date: __________________________

Name: _________________________________________________________

Street: _________________________________________________________

City:   ________________ State:  ______________  Zip:  ________________

Phone: ______________________  Cell Phone: ________________________

 E-Mail:  _______________________________________________________

Where did you hear about us?  ______________________________________

_ Individual     _ Family     _ Student     _ Senior     _ Life     _ Business
              $20           $30              $10             $10          $300       $125

           Dues:  _________________

       Hatchery Fund Contribution:  _______________

    Total Amount Enclosed:   ________________

I WOULD LIKE TO VOLUNTEER TO HELP IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

_ BOARD OF DIRECTORS _ NEWS LETTER

_ HATCHERY OPERATIONS _ HYDROPOWER ISSUES

_ STOCKING _ LEGISLATION

_ PUBLIC RELATIONS _ MEMBERSHIP

_ CLASSROOM INCUBATORS _ EVENTS & PROGRAMS

_  FUNDRAISING  _ OTHER

_   Please add my name to the volunteer e-mail list so that I receive information regarding volunteer
opportunities at the hatchery.

Remarks:  _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________

Mail to: SACO RIVER SALMON CLUB, P.O. BOX 115, SACO , ME 04072

Phone: (207) 282-6985

Website:   www.sacosalmon.com           Email at:  info@sacosalmon.com


