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Visit us at http://www.sacosalmon.com
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By Garry Kasten and James Sulikowski

James Sulikowski, Ph.D., a professor
at the Marine Science Education and Re-
search Center at the University of New
England (UNE), gave a very interesting
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By John Blunt

Mike Falconeri will be our guest
speaker this month, February 20.  He is an
Alaskan bush pilot and his primary job
was flying people into remote lodges.  He
also drops off parties on many different
rivers for day trips. I've seen his photogra-
phy and the scenery and the fish and
wildlife shots should be spectacular.  He
has an eclectic personality and should
make for an interesting speaker and
evening.  Bring your notebooks.

Please join us February 20 starting
at 6:00 p.m. at the Episcopal Church,
Route 1 in Saco.  We will sit down to an-
other Lynne Jackson (from On the Corner
Café in Biddeford) delicious meal. Thanks,
Lynne!   We hope to see you, your family,
and your friends there.
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talk at our social in January.  He talked
about his experience in the Gulf of Maine
studying different fish species and their im-
pacts on the fishing industry.  He studied
the life history of the different species to
determine why the species were declining.
The slow growth rate to reach maturity was
one of the reasons the species were declin-
ing along with, of course, over fishing of
the species.  He found that Dogfish are
managed as one stock that they are tough
fish and they feed in the entire water col-
umn.  His research suggests that the Dog-
fish are causing a decline in certain fish
populations within the Gulf of Maine.

Professor Sulikowski also studied
stock enhancement, discard mortality and
how winter flounder make the transition
from the lab to the field. To insure the suc-
cessful transport of this species from the
hatchery to the wild, he recommends tag-
ging the fish with decimal coded wire tags
and transporting the fish at a 400% stocking
density to the release site, where they
should be placed into acclimation cages for
a minimum of 48 hours prior to their release
into the wild.  All of these subjects relate to
what we are doing at the Saco River Salmon
Club hatchery.

A couple of interesting facts that Pro-
fessor Sulikowski brought out were that
there was a fresh water plum that runs right
next to Wood Island and that the Saco River
is a nursery ground for small fish.

We are hoping to work closely with
UNE teachers and students to solve some of
the problems we are having with the declin-
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ing Atlantic salmon population in this area.  
We would also like to develop a

Smolt program with UNE.  This would be
funded through grants and by Florida
Power & Light.
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in the nurs-
ery have
been com-
pleted.
Nice job,
guys!

We
have been
lining up
volunteers
to do lab testing and other work at the lab.
Thanks to staff at the University of New
England, we will have biology and marine
science students to help us this season.

 If you have not been receiving e-mails
about work to do at the hatchery, e-mail me
at gkasten22@msn.com  I have been trying
to keep the volunteer list up to date with e-
mail addresses and phone numbers.  If you
have changed your email address or contact
phone number, please let me know.
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By Garry Kasten

We have finally succeeded in com-
pleting the installation and tuning of the
new emergency generator.  After shutting
off the power for the hatchery, we worked
out all the bugs and eventually everything
worked normally and as expected.   I will be
sending those on the emergency call list an
e-mail with a procedure for checking to
make sure the emergency power is operat-
ing.

The hatchery tanks are all filled with
water and
we are al-
most ready
to receive
eggs in
February.
Thanks to
all of you
that made
it possible.

The remaining items:  The biological
tanks have to be prepared for use and the
water in the hatchery tank still needs to be
cooled to the proper temperature.

Skip Paolini and Rey Dussault have
been diligently working on enlarging the
drains in all the troughs.  The trough drains

By Garry Kasten

The committee has been busy updating the
club’s contact data base and contacting and
tracking new volunteers.  This includes new
club members and University of New Eng-
land students that will be working at the
hatchery.  We will also be contacting those
members whose membership with the club
has lapsed and striving to increase our club
membership and volunteer base.

For those of you that have not sent in your
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By RJ Mere

Dick Neal has spent the better part
of last year going over the changes to
bring our by-laws up to date to reflect how
our organization actually works.

The Board of Directors have
viewed, discussed, and made changes and
finally gave their approval of the final
draft at the December 6, 2007 meeting.

John Blunt has provided copies of
the changes for the members at the last
two social  meetings, one in December and
the other last month.

This month, on February 20, at our
next social meeting, the members present
will vote whether they accept or reject the
changes.  Copies of the revised by-laws
will be available at the meeting and there
will be a PFD attachment along with this
newsletter to all email addresses who are
dues paying members.  Please take time to
read it.
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2008 membership dues please do so at
your earliest convenience.  This will save
the committee volunteers some time by not
having to send out reminder letters.  Many
thanks go out to all who promote our club
and support the club’s mission.

By Laurie Callahan

Since you all have concerns about wa-
ter quality and quality of aquatic habitat in
Maine's rivers and streams - and for some
particularly concerned about the Saco River
watershed - I thought you would be inter-
ested in the items attached to this message.

Seen here are photos of VM in the Lit-
tle Ossipee River that I provided to Roberta
Hill of MCIAP to be included in a slide
show for an in-
vasive aquatic
plants Roundtab
le session this
past December.
The sites (to
date) where VM
has been docu-
mented along
the Little Os-
sipee River are
below the Lake Arrowhead outlet dam. I was
not able to make it to the Roundtable ses-
sion, so I sent Roberta a Word document
with some concerns about the Little Ossipee
River VM populations. I asked her, if possi-
ble, to share those concerns at the
Roundtable session, but it turned out not to
be possible to fit into the proceedings.

Please take a look at the photos
and also read the PFD attachment
(2007Milfoil.pfd) that came with this
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By Ron Lewis

We have a list of eight schools that
we are responsible for getting the eggs to
this season. There are other schools that
John Burrows of Atlantic Salmon Federa-
tion will be making deliveries to and he is
making arrangements to get that done.  In
addition, there are new schools that just
came on board the program but are not
ready to receive eggs this year.

I'm making arrangements to deliver
the eggs to the schools on an individual ba-
sis. I've contacted the teachers and asked
when they would like us to make the deliv-
ery and am waiting for responses.  More
volunteers for this valuable educational
program would be appreciated.
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newsletter. I have also shared these with
John McPhedran (DEP) and with individu-
als at both Balch Lake and Lake Arrow-
head that are involved in the VM manage-

ment
projects at
those water
bodies.

Not sure if
you are all
aware of this
or not, but in
2006 VM
was docu-
mented for

the first time at a Saco River location - in
the Saco River (Dayton, York County)
across from the Pleasant Point hand-carry
access. This location is downstream from
where the Little Ossipee River meets the
Saco River.

Even though many of you couldn't
make it to any of the sites with me last
year, I will probably be visiting more sites
along the river in 2008 in order to investi-
gate a bit more - maybe both the Little Os-
sipee River and the Saco River.

Saco River Salmon Club members
might be interested in a variable milfoil
"tour" along the Little Ossipee River.  The
growth is pretty visible from the shore, by
wading or from bridges. Folks don't need
to have boats.

It might be trickier to check sites for
variable milfoil along the Saco River be-
low the convergence with the Little Os-

sipee River - but I think it might be reason-
able to pick a few locations to do quick
"screening checks".

By Mark Woodruff

Club volunteers Dick Neal and
Harold Porter conducted the 2007 water
temperature survey of tributaries in the
Saco River Watershed.  On July 18, Dick
and Harold anchored temperature loggers
in Black Brook, Limington; Smith Brook,
Hollis; Swan Pond Brook, Biddeford; and
West Brook, Biddeford.  These streams
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were chosen because we stock them with
salmon fry and they are lower in the water-
shed.  (Maturing smolt won’t have far to swim
to reach the ocean.)

A temperature
logger is a water-
tight computer
about the size of
a hot dog.  Its
sole purpose is to
detect tempera-
tures at a time in-
terval that can be

set before the logger is submerged.  In this
case, temperatures were recorded hourly
around the clock and saved for downloading
in the fall.

Thanks to a grant from Maine Atlantic
Salmon Conservation Fund back in 2002, the
Saco River Salmon Club purchased six log-
gers along with the software to program the
loggers and download the data. Although two
have been lost and one apparently died, the re-
maining three still work great.

In October, Harold and his wife re-
trieved three of the four loggers that were
placed earlier in the summer.  Back at my
home computer, I downloaded the data from
Black Brook, Smith Brook and West Brook.
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Using the results from West Brook as
an example, the logger recorded the daily
temperature variations and the overall trend
through the summer.  Think back to late
July into early August and you’ll remember
we had several days of high air tempera-
tures.  The weather is reflected in the
warmer stream temperatures.  The drop in
stream temperature in the middle of August
is likely due to overcast or rainy weather.

The data also gives us a glimpse of
whether the stream maintains optimal tem-
peratures that promote growth for our fry.
That range of temperatures falls between
59o and 66o Fahrenheit.  Although tempera-
tures at the end of July warm above the op-
timal range, remember that the logger is
recording data at one location in the stream
and fry our bound to move to cooler water
if necessary.

The temperatures in West Brook and
the other streams are encouraging, but other
questions of habitat need to be answered.
Are there places for maturing salmon to
hide amongst woody debris in the stream?
Is the stream bottom silt and sand or the
preferred gravel and cobbles?  Are there
erosion problems adding silt to the water?
Does the stream remain deep enough
through out the summer?

These types of questions can be an-
swered by conducting a habitat survey.
Next summer we hope to accomplish sur-
veys on each of these streams.  With this
information, the Club and fishery biologists
can adjust the number of fry we stock to the
amount of habitat that is available.



�

West Brook, Biddeford
2007

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

80

7/18/2007 7/25/2007 8/1/2007 8/8/2007 8/15/2007 8/22/2007 8/29/2007 9/5/2007 9/12/2007 9/19/2007 9/26/2007 10/3/2007

T
em

pe
ra

tu
re

 (
F

)

By Harold Porter, Jr.

The Sebago Ice fishing Derby
Fest will held be on February 23- 24.
There will be an ice mall at Point Se-
bago Resort open to the public – a fun
time for all families.

Also there will be an Angler's
Congress at the Sportsmen Alliance of
Maine (SAM) Conference on February
29 from 9AM to 2PM to discuss fish-
ing issues state wide.  There will be an
open discussion to express your opin-
ion.
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By RJ Mere

    We have made changes to our websites: 
www.sacosalmon.org
www.sacosalmon.com

We will have the ability to post up to date an-
nouncements (such as storm cancellations for
meetings), offer newsletter archives, provide on-
line membership sign-up and dues payments,
along with all the information about our club’s op-
eration.  Check it out!
The Board of Directors wish to thank Tom
Knoblock for his time and money spent designing
and operating our previous website for the past
several years.  RJ Mere will be the webmaster now
and emails may be directed to rjmere@gwi.net
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By John Burrows

On Wednesday, February 13, at 1 PM,
the Legislature’s Joint Standing Committee
on Marine Resources will be holding a pub-
lic hearing at the Augusta Civic Center on
LD 1957, An Act to Restore Diadromous
Fish in the St. Croix River.  This Bill re-
verse a 1995 law banning alewives from the
St. Croix, a decision that has led to the col-
lapse of what was once Maine's largest na-
tive alewife population.

This bill is the top legislative priority
in Maine for the Atlantic Salmon Federation
and our Maine Council. It is also a top prior-
ity for the Environmental Priorities Coali-
tion, which is comprised of 25 different
state and local conservation organizations
representing more than 100,000 Mainers.

Turn-out at the hearing is going to be
crucial. Those opposed to alewife restora-
tion will be out in force, so we absolutely
need people on our side to attend and speak
at the hearing. If you or your organization
can not attend the hearing, we ask that you
contact the chairs of the Marine Resources
Committee, as well as your State Represen-
tative and State Senator, and ask them to
support LD 1957.  Contact information is at
the end of this column.  Phone calls to legis-
lators are typically the most effective means
of communication.

We hope that the bill will come out of
committee with an “ought to pass” recom-

mendation. From there, the issue will go on
to the full House and Senate for an ultimate
decision.  I will update you all as to the
bill’s status as things progress. Once out of
committee, we will be asking you again to
contact your individual legislators. There is
a lot of misinformation being spread about
this issue and we want to make sure that leg-
islators make an informed and well-
educated decision.  The ecological health
and integrity of an entire watershed rests in
the balance.

Contacting Legislators

Typically, 20 copies of any letters or
testimony are needed for the Committee. If
you would like to submit comments, please
send them electronically to the email ad-
dresses below. If you copy me, I will make
the requisite 20 copies and deliver them to
the clerk the day of the hearing. You can also
send copies to the following address:

Committee on Marine Resources
100 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0100

Senate Chair: Sen. Dennis S. Damon dsda-         
mon@panax.com                             
House Chair: Rep. Leila J. Percy Re-
pLeila.Percy@legislature.maine.gov
Committee Clerk: Veronica Snow Veron-
ica.Snow@legislature.maine.gov

If you need contact information for your
Representative or Senator, you can use this
site to look it up:http://janus.state.me.us/                                        
house/townlist.htm                                 Again, individual phone
calls are the most effective.
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The Saco River Salmon Club
Membership Form

Name:

Address:

City:                                                   State:          Zip:

Phone:    (           )

Email address:

Dues are annual - January through December

Single $20    Family $30    Student $10     Senior $10
Life $300

Donation to hatchery $

I would like to volunteer in the following areas:
_ Board of Directors _ Newsletter
_ Hatchery Operations _ Hydropower Issues
_ Stocking _ Legislation
_ Public Relations _ Membership
_ Classroom Incubators _ Events and Programs
_ Fundraising

Mail with payment to:  Saco River Salmon Club
P.O. Box 115
Saco, ME  04072

Submit your short article for “The Salmon Run.”  General
interest stories, recipes for fly tying or foods are welcomed.
Send to RJ Mere, 9 York St., Kennebunk , ME, 04043 or
email to rjmere@gwi.net

By Laurie Callahan

The 9th Annual Maine Milfoil Summit
will be held Friday, March 7, 9:00 am to
noon.  The summit will give an update on in-
vasive aquatic plant programs at the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection and
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. It will also
cover current legislative initiatives and what
other organizations are doing around the
state.  More information will be available
soon.

Go to the Lakes Environmental Asso-
ciation (LEA) website calendar page for up-
dates at http://www.mainelakes.org/calen-
dar.htm to register for the event please email
LEA at lakes@leamaine.org  Phone: (207)
647-8580

Here’s a link to LEA’s 2007 variable
milfoil removal project on the Songo River
http://www.mainelakes.org/Songo2007.htm
and other information about LEA’s variable
milfoil “battles” http://www.mainelakes.org/                                              
milfoil_songo_locks.htm                                         

Also for those that would like to see
some interesting underwater photos by Den-
nis Roberge of York County at the MCIAP
website, go to:
http://www.mainevolunteerlakemonitors.org/
LakeLife/ this is a nice diversion for a cold
February day or night!  Enjoy! And hope to
see you at the Milfoil Summit.
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For additional information, please contact
John Burrows at the Atlantic Salmon Federa-
tion, (207) 725-2833 or asfjb@blazenetme.net                                    


